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[57] ABSTRACT

A method of loading a drug into a crosslinked polymer
network and protecting the drug from the effects of inacti-
vation is described. The method includes the steps of con-
tacting a biologically active solute (e.g. drug) with: (i) a gel
network; (ii) a loading polymer that is somewhat immiscible
with the gel; and (iii) a salt, under conditions sufficient for
the biologically active solute to selectively partition into the
gel and the salt and the loading polymer to be entrained in
the gel. A drug delivery system including a polymer gel
network and the drug to be delivered is also described. The
system also includes a salt and/or a loading polymer. The
system protects the drug from loss of activity. In one
embodiment. the polymer gel network is capable of expand-
ing or collapsing in response to a change in an environmen-
tal condition to which the gel is exposed, the expanding or
collapsing sufficient to release the drug into an environment
of use.
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